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ACCLAIMED PLAY 'DAVY AND STU' FINDS NEW LIFE AS A FILM

Adaptation of Anton Dudley's Beloved Stage Play Begins International Film Fest Tour

NEW YORK, NY -- In the same week that Anton Dudley's acclaimed play, DAVY AND STU, receives a new incarnation onstage as part of the EST Marathon at the Ensemble Studio Theater, it will also begins its life as a short film. The film will play at NewFest 2006 at the AMC/Loews 34th Theater on Saturday, June 3rd at 3:30pm as part of the 'Obsession for Men' shorts program. 

DAVY AND STU is the story of two Scottish boys who meet in the darkness of a swampy mog as part of a nightly ritual. At once a character study and archetypal fairy tale, DAVY & STU is a heartwrenching look at the intensity of adolescent romance and forbidden love.

The short film adaptation, directed by Soman Chainani, adapted by Dudley, has been accepted to two of the top shorts festivals in the world - the Canadian Film Centre's Worldwide Shorts Film Festival (WSFF), and the Palm Springs International Festival of Shorts - both of which are qualifiers for the Academy Awards. The film has also been chosen as an official selection for festivals in Honolulu, Philadelphia, Chicago, Minneapolis, and Pittsburgh in the first few weeks of the summer. 

For more information on the film, please visit www.nopressureproductions.com.

For more information on NewFest, please visit www.newfest.org.

BIOGRAPHY: SOMAN CHAINANI
Soman Chainani is an MFA filmmaker at Columbia University in New York City and the recipient of the prestigious FMI Fellowship for excellence in writing and directing. He graduated Harvard University in 2001, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, and top-ranked in his field with a degree in English & American Literature. During his time at Harvard, he was the recipient of numerous honors, including the John Harvard Prize, the Briggs Prize, the Hoopes Prize, and the Discover Card Scholarship in the Arts & Humanities.

Before joining the Columbia University film program, Soman worked alongside Mira Nair at the acclaimed director's production company, Mirabai Films, during post production on Vanity Fair, starring Reese Witherspoon, and development of Nair's upcoming film, The Namesake.

SUHANE SAPNE ('SWEET DREAMS'), Soman's first short film, was shot in December 2004 in Bombay, India, and had its world premiere at the Asian American International Film Festival in New York City, before moving on to festivals in Philadelphia and Mississippi. In the fall, it began a nationwide tour with Asian Cinevision and will have a theatrical release in Bombay this spring.

Soman recently completed two back-to-back shoots for two new short films—SIMON MANOR and DAVY & STU. SIMON, an opulent short film about two children's adventures in a Gothic mansion, will have its World Premiere at the Danville International Film Festival in May. DAVY & STU, meanwhile, has already been accepted to two Oscar-qualifying festivals, WSFF in Toronto, and Palm Springs, and will launch its international festival tour in Honolulu this Memorial Day.

Soman's first feature script, LOVE MARRIAGE, was shortlisted for the Sundance 2006 Screenwriters and Directors' Lab, named a finalist in the prestigious CAPE Foundation Competition  and the subject of recent features in the Bombay Times, Times of India, India Abroad, and Out Magazine. He recently partnered with fellow Columbia film student Austen Rachlis to complete a second feature script, BOY ON FIRE, for the Alfred P. Sloane Foundation Competition.

He's currently at work on a third screenplay, AN UNLIKELY STORY, about a high school that's thrown into tumult by a fairy tale spell, and will direct his biggest short film yet this fall, entitled KALI MA, about an Indian mother who takes on her son's vicious bully.

BIOGRAPHY: ANTON DUDLEY

Anton Dudley holds an MFA in dramatic writing from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts and a BA in drama from Vassar College. 

Off-Broadway productions include Slag Heap (dramaturged by Tony Kushner and Ed Bullins, the Cherry Lane Theatre featuring actor Vincent Kartheiser, director Michael Morris), Honor and the River (SPF’04 featuring actress Jan Maxwell), Getting Home (Secondstage Theatre Uptown directed by David Schweizer), Pleaching the Coffin Sisters (Ensemble Studio Theatre), and Davy & Stu (EST Marathon).


Other New York productions include Flight of Kings (Baryshnikov Arts Center), The Lake’s End (Adirondack Theatre Festival featuring actors TR Knight and Jason Butler Harner), BOB (New York Stage & Film directed by Leigh Silverman), Honor and the River (New York Stage & Film), January 1, 2000 (Lincoln Center Theater@HERE), edWARd2 (FringeNYC), Writing in Code (SohoRep), and presentations of Slag Heap (Manhattan Theatre Club 6@6, New York Theatre Workshop Mondays@3), The Lake’s End (NYTW, MTC), This Ball of Mud & Fire (NYS&F), and Antarctica (Lincoln Center Director’s Lab). Regionally, his work has been produced by Theatre Pro Rata in Minneapolis, Luna Stage in New Jersey, New Works/New Haven in Connecticut, both Cherry Red Productions and The Kennedy Center’s Prelude Festival in Washington, DC, the DNA Festival in Idaho, the Playwright’s Center of San Francisco, and Signature Theatre in Virginia.

Anton’s work has been published in The Dramatist, PLAY A Journal of Plays (Vol. II), The Waverly Review, both volumes of Gary Garrison’s Monologues for Men by Men (Heinemann Press), and New American Short Plays 2005 (Backstage Books), edited by Craig Lucas.  

Anton is a recipient of the Manhattan Theater Club Playwriting Fellowship and commission, the Cherry Lane Mentor’s Project Fellowship (Mentor: Ed Bullins), a Dramatists’ Guild Fellowship, a New York Theatre Workshop Residency at Dartmouth College, a Baryshnikov Dance Foundation residency (Mentor: Edwin Sanchez), both NYU’s Goldberg Award for Best Play (Mentor: Tony Kushner) and the John Golden Prize in Playwriting, and was chosen by Arthur Kopit to be both an inaugural member of the Lark Theatre Playwrights Workshop and a playwriting fellow in 2005-2006.
Currently, Anton is an Assistant Professor of playwriting at Adelphi University.
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